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Amendments to the Claims? 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently amended) A method for promoting products with a central 
server over a computer network comprises: 

receiving a specification of a promotion for a product from a first computer, 

creating an electronic incentive in response to the specification; 

transferring the electronic incentive to an application server across the computer 
network, wherein the application server is coupled to a merchant server; 

receiving usage data of the electronic incentive from the application server, 
wjjgrein. the usage data is determined in response to a promotion usage condition of an instance 
of.the electronic incentive indicated by the merc hant application server; and 

generating a report in response to the usage data; 

Wherein the instance of the electronic incentive is instantiated in response to an 
invocation of a method on a service obje ct stored in the application server bv the merrh*^ 
server; 

wherein data aocociatod with the instance of the electronic incentive is transferred 
aem stored in the application server and is queried bv [[to]] the merchant server; 

wherein the merchant servo: specifies rendering of the data associated with the 
electronic incentive in response to a auerv of th e instance of the electronic inn R nriy B ; and 

wherein the promotion usage condition is indicated in the m e rchant application 
server when a user coupled to the merchant server thereto fulfills re quir e ments pre-conditions 0 f 
the instance of the electronic incentive. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the electronic incentive 
comprises an offer selected from the group: cents off, percent discount, price point, buy X get Y 
free, solution selling, promotion content 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the electronic incentive 
comprises a delivery method selected from the group: non-targeted, targeted category, targeted 
usage, targeted brand, targeted market. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 3 wherein the electronic incentive 
comprises a tracking code. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 3 wherein the electronic incentive 
comprises calendar data selected from the group; effective data, expiration date. 
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6. (Original) The method of claim 3 wherein the electronic incentive 
comprises a network computer address. 

7 ' (Original) The method of claim 4 wherein the usage data from the 
application server comprises data selected from the group; demographic data of the user, a 
geographic indicator of the user, a number of products purchased by the user, currency value of 
products purchased by the user, a list of products purchased by the user, the tracking code. 

8. (Currently amended) A method for a merchant server coupled to a client 
system comprises: 

ge quosting promotions from invoking an evaluation service object ^ 'flitti ™ 
application server coupled to the merchant server for promotions, wherein an instance of a 
oromotio aobiect is created in the applicatjonserver in response thereto ; 

querying the instance of the promotio n object within the application server for 
Ee cQiving a description of [[a]] fee promotion from the appl i cation server , wherein the 
description includ ing includes pre-conditions and 4 a user benefit [[;]]_and 

detoimining an output representation of the promotion in repponso to the 
description - of - th e prom otio n ; thereafter 

transmitting the output representation of the de s crip tion promotion to a client 
system for display to a user; 

receiving a selection of at least one item from the client system; 

transmitting the oelBotioBs>f - the at - least one it e m to the - application -s erver - 

invoking a savings method in a seryico object within the application server to 
determine a sayings amount, wherein whea the' savings amount comprises the user benefit when 
application server dctcim ifie^feat the selection of the at least one item fulfills the pre-conditions 
r th e method includes - r e c e iving an indication that the usiMH s- provided with tho uoor benefit from 
tk e- application oorvor ; and thereafter 

s toring - in a lo g a re c o rd that providing the user with a visual indication of ia 
provided with the user benefit. 

9. (Currently amended) The method of claim 8 wherein the user benefit is 
selected from tho c l ass a group consisting of: cents off; percent discount, price point, buy X get 
Y free, solution selling, promotion content. 

10. (Currently amended) The method of claim 8 wherein receiving the 
description of the promotion oomp asses- r - ec e iving the* des cri ption - whea the evaluation service 
object includes determining whether the user meets target criteria, wherein the target criteria 
being is selected from &e-€ks s a group consisting of : targeted user, targeted user demographic, 
targeted user usage* targeted user brand, targeted user market 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The method of claim 8 wherein the pre-conditions 
are selected from fee^tag s_a group consisting of: purchase of an item, purchase of a quantity of 
an item, purchase of at least two different items. 
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12. (Currently amended) The method of claim 8 wherein *«mestiag 
promotions from tho application server ooniprigog: 

, t (i the eyqlyattan seryfce object includes determining a category of items for display 
forthechentsy$tem;-asd w 

re questing pr o motiona from the a pp l ica tion server in respons e to tho c a l eg efy^f 



13. (Cunrently amended) The method of claim 8 further compriwag 
transmitting a plurality of items to the oliont system for d i op l ay; 

wherein requesting promof ionn fro m tho application se i v ui mmpi i s oj rcquootin g 
premotiono from tho application server in response to tho plurality of itora g. 

, wherein the evaluation service object evalu ates a shopp in g category associated 
with the user , 

14. (Currently amended) The method of claim 8 farther comprising receiving 
a sel e ction of a trigger item from the client system; and 

. wherein requesting promotiona from th o applieation s erver oomprisQq requ e sting 
pyemotiona from the application server in - response to tho trigger item- 
wherein the evaluation service obj ect evaluates a shopping cart associated with 

the user , 

15. ^ (Original) A method for an application server comprises: 
receiving [[an]] a specification of an electronic incentive from a central server, 

wherein tte specification of the electronic incentive including includes a pre-condition and a 
benefit; 

creating an instance of the electronic incentive for a user in response to an 
invocation of an evaluation service obi ect by a merchant server for determinmp oleotmpfa 
incentive? for $ user reeeivfeg a request from a merchant s erv e r for electronic incentives ; 

receiving a ouerv for a description of the instance of the electronic, incentive 
p roviding - a - de o cription of the electronic incentive -to from the merchant server- in rcsponce to tho 
requ e st, whereip the description including a description of includes the pre-condition and the 
benefit; 

rgfifiiying an invocation of an amo unt of saving method of a service object from 
the merchant server to determine a savings for the user, wherein 

receiving from the merchant server a adoption by a user of at least one itc n i y 

d e termining whether tho sel e ction of tho one item fulfills the pre condition; ' 

when tho selection of tho one an item placed in a shopping cart associated with 
the user in the merchant server fulfills the precondition, providing tho merchant server with- fee 
amount of sro^s method indicates the benefi tloJhe user in the merchant server [[;]] A and 

when this selection of tho one item fulfills the pro condition, recording that the 
electronic incentive has been used. 
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16. (Original) The method of claim 15 wherein the request from the 
merchant server also includes a description of a shopping category of a user. 

17. (Original) The method of claim IS wherein the request from the 
merchant server also includes an indicator of items previously selected by the user or currently 
displayed to the user. 

18. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 5 wherein the pre-condition 
comprises purchase of the [[one]] item. 

19. Canceled. 

20. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 5 further comprising 
forwarding tho recording indicating that the electronic incentive has been used to a centralized 
server. 

21. (Original) The method of claim 15 wherein the application server and 
the merchant server are co-located. 
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